Important Information about the 2019 Novel Coronavirus, Schools, and
School Closures
March 13, 2020 5:23 pm
Dear Staff and Families,
As you know, presumptive cases of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus have been found in Oregon and these
cases have had some contact with schools in the state. We understand that this news is worrisome to
everyone and that extra attention is going to be paid to schools all over the state.
Our public health officials tell us that the history of this disease indicates that few are likely to need
medical care. People without symptoms need not seek care or be tested. Those who become ill should
call their physicians to see whether they need to be seen. Their physicians, in consultation with public
health officials, will determine appropriate care, and whether testing is needed.
Our students are depending on us to make sure they are safe and to pass along the proper information
about the disease and how best to prevent it from spreading. There are some simple, everyday, lowtech steps you can take to reduce your chances of exposure and to protect others—and fortunately,
they’re the same things you do to prevent flu, the common cold and other respiratory illnesses:
* Wash your hands often with soap and water for 20 seconds. If soap and water are not readily
available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60 percent alcohol.
* Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands
* Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue (or sleeve) and then throw the tissue in the trash.
* Clean and disinfect surfaces that are often touched
* Stay home if you’re sick.
* Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
* Take care of your health overall. Staying current on your vaccinations, including flu vaccine, eating
well and exercising all help your body stay resilient
* Consult the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) travel website for any travel advisories
and steps to protect yourself if you plan to travel outside of the US.
If you have general questions about COVID-19, you can call the state’s general information number
211, or visit the OHA’s website at healthoregon.org/coronavirus for the latest on the outbreak and
investigation, and tips on ways you can protect yourself. The Oregon Department of Education has

resources, including a Frequently Asked Questions page, on its website. You can also visit the CDC
website at cdc.gov for the latest on the national and international developments, as well as additional
resources for staying healthy.
At this point, we are still waiting for specific direction from the Oregon Department of Education and
the Governor. We do know that Crane schools will be closed for students until Wednesday, April 1,
2020 and that teachers will return to school on Monday, March 30, 2020. We should be getting more
direction from the state by Monday morning and as soon as that information is provided, we will
communicate that with you. We truly appreciate your understanding during this challenging time. The
information we receive is very fluid and changes hourly. We will do our best to keep you informed. The
bottom line is, and always will be, the safety of our students and staff.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me with any additional questions.
Sincerely,

Matt Hawley
Superintendent Crane Schools

